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- First of its klnd 1n Illin01s., 
oroin Co

The Governor Duncan Home
Jhexs on NI

" By Baith Kirby Wilson, Jaoksonville, I11. March 1934

On May 13, 1828 Joseph Dunean, of Illin01s, whose blrth ~;" :

-place anﬁ early life was in Parls, Kentucky, marrled Ellsabeth
: Caldw@ll'Smlth, of New York Glty. She was e grand-deughter of
Rev. James Caldwell, of New Jersey, & Cheplain in tho Revelu-
_tionary Army;_ﬁho was'killed sﬁoftly gftsr his wife; Hdﬁnah.}.
' §gd§n, hﬁd-bgen deliberé£ély.éhct By.thé HeééianS—ﬁnder:'the
command of the British. Their daugh‘ber, Hannsh Ogden Caldwell
 'marr1ed James R. Smlth, of Newy York Clty. Their daughter,
Elizabeth Caldwell Smlth, aften the death of her mother, madse
her home in v:ashington, D. €. with her ‘sister, Mrs. Matth__eiv
lSt. clai? Clerk, whose Husband was for many yegré Clerk'of the
House of Rapresentatives, ahd_their home was a.popular.séoial:'
oenter. o | L ) o
From & diary left by.Elizabeth Caldwell Smith,.we‘fléarn

thet it was et a dinner party:§t this home, situatéé.difectly‘
scross from the White House, that she met Gen. Joseph Duncan,
o member of Congress from Illinois. Ip her reminiscences Mrs.
Duncan wrote, "I was introdubed to General Duncan 'ffom I11i=
nbis by Willisem Carroll, of_Carrolltoﬁ. Henry Qlay_at diﬁner_
told me of his (Duncan's) gpodness to his mothér_- said he
wag not only e good looking fellow but was a good son iﬁnﬂ

brother, having taken care of his Mother and educated .his




. and brothers -»after the death of hlS father laav1ng

jhlm.twelve Jears Qf age and the thmrd eldsst in the fam;ly-

éﬁﬁ after a short engagement thay were mﬂrrled in the hone
- of her sister, Mrs. Clark, in Washlngton, anﬁ it was. thlS
house which was the plan afterward used in the p¢ann1ng of
the 1nter10r of thelr hcme at Jacksonv1lla, 1111n01s,'
When Mr. Duncan had spant SOme elght years 1n Gongress.
.representing his adopted State, 1111n01s, he returned to

Jacksonvxlle on.August 1, 1830 to remazn. Some 31x trlps by

f;rst years of thelr_weddeé 11fe.4 The most 1nterest1ng of
.'ﬁheir ﬁaried exéériqnceé, as told by them in diaries and
letters, are still ia the possession of the family.
In the fall-of 1834, ¥r. Duncan was elected Governor of
: Illin01s, and began the bullélng of hlS ‘home in Jacksonvllle.

: After 8 year it was. completed and he ‘and his family moved in-

to it, having lived just a few hundred feet to the west of it,

gih a small frame cottege bulltg for their temporary shelter.
Y¥rs. Duncan desoribes this cotﬁage thﬁs in her diary:. "It
stood ot the edge of the grove, just west of the prasent homé

 surrounﬁed by elm trees from which we geve it the neme of
"Elm Grove! This cottage was the first frame house (1830)
in the v111aga. -Tho rude in exterior it often offered shel-

ter to the wesry traveler. It was in truth "Wedded lives"

. _ first home."

__The acqua_ntance thus formed proved mutually agreeable,

sﬁage and boat had been made by the young couple during the-

sq“ -chc.vu :
poo



. In ‘the new house, and then the -Governor's -mansion,meny

guesis of nofe Have_been entertained. A5i§£ter to his wife
from Mr.;Duh@an@'while in thﬁington, infdfms her that, "Mr.
Alexénder Haﬁilton and his wife start torlilinois-in their
own carriage in a few days = oﬁ a trip_of élégsuég; I hgve.
invited thém,to_visit you and reﬁain'in our hdme whilé'“they:
stay in Jacksonville." (1836) | .

“In June 18377 enother entry in Mrs. Duncanfs.diary
reads, "we entertained Daniel Webstef, his wifeland niecea.
¥r. Duncan gave him a barbecue down in the grove - northwest
of the house; rossted a steer whole."™ (The old tree under’
_which'he; webster, sfood, to delivér;his speech, ﬁas in the
center of the inte;section_of LgFaye%te A?énne'and_ Webster
Avenue, but has of recent yeérs.beeh cut down. ). The diary
continues, "Webster mgde a most sloguept speech, as was his
wont. He took people by storm. Cheer affer cheer schoed
and re-echoed thro the grove." |

The names of Abreham Lincoln, Stephen A. Dougles,0.H.
Browning, John A. McClernand, Col. John Je Hardin, all oc~-
surred in the list of friends and sssocieates of the Duncans,.
and enjoyed thelr hospitality, in its warm,Sowthern gemuine-
ness, in the Duncan home.

Nrs. Duncan speeks of the interior plan of the Duncan
House as drawn from W¥rs. Matthew St. Clair Clark's home,only
made smaller, end the exterior drawn from the first plan and

early home of Governor Duncan at Paris, Kentucky.




that he - came west from hls eastern home, to take charfe of’

o Er- Dunoan & affalrs 1n JacksonV1lle while Mr. Durcan was in

:'Congress.: He tells of the beginnlng of fhe bulldlng of the
 .home, wnxch he is. directing -'“On November 9, 1833 the’ masons
were going on very well with the foundations." On Dec.27,1833
again ¥r. ?inley-ﬁrites.-"Casséls gaw the man todey with whom
he Qontracﬁed for the hewed timber, and says that they are all
reaéy.forjdelivery énd.will be.on the ground by the first of
January." The joists of the house are huge pieces of ocak.The
siding'of:the hqusg is all of black walnut.

jThé're§ords_of the.faﬁily show that in the basement of

the house the Duncans housed the first Portuguese family,coén
ing to Jacksonville as fugitives from their persecution in
_Madéira. They and some of their children served the Duncans
until they were able to obtain work and a home of their own.
Their name was "Vaseoncellos"

The Duncan home vns always in the Dunecan family until its
sale to the'Rev, James Celdwell Chapter D, 4, R. in 1920. A
deughter of Mr. and Mrs. Duncans' Mrs. Julis Duncan Kirby,wvas
born, maerried and died in this home of her psrents. Her hus-
band continued to 1i§e there until his death} and its final

purchase by the D. A. R. Chapter, whose founder was Mrs.Kirby.

_(approved) /Zg;“54a' ug; >§ii:L€£€L¢-
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5.

 ame of Ower a1 Ooupnt:

Data o; present Ownersh1p and Occupaﬂ05
'_1980 to present. Deed signed May 1, 1920.

’Namss_df_previous Qwners and Occupants wzth Dates:'

:--;Rex}.; ;‘ms?scmmn Chapter D.AR.

Governor Joseph Duncen 1824-~1844; Y¥rs. Joseph Dun~_
can 1844-62; Joseph Duncan, Jr., 1862-82; Julia
Duncen Kirby 1882-96; Judge Edwerd P. Kirby 1896~

- 1918; Mrs. Lueinda Gellsher Kirby 1918-20:; Note:
¥rom March 1, 1885 to 1875 ths house was occupied i
by Illinois State Institution for the Fesble-kinded,:
the first of its kind in the State.

Alterations during preseant Qwnership and Occupancy and

Names of Arc“&tectq, Builders, with Dates:

¥arble tablets in vestlibule, Main Hell and kemorisl
Room erected in the Spring of 13822, dediceted Flepg
Day, June 14, 1822, Clarencs Buckingham, Supervising
Architect. Vermont Merble Company, Contractor. In
1928 partition between two east rooms of Ffirst story
removed and the Assembly Room provided, steel work
reguired for support. Also, other structural steel
work srectedé for support of wall of Memorisl Room.
 Other improvements made in building in minor way,

Clarence Buckingham, Architect; A. L. Bleck, Builder.

Barlier allocations, with Dates, and Nemes of Builders
and Architects:

In 1882 certain minor partitions of first story elter
ed, small porches built on the front and East, house

put in repair. In 1862 the four wooden Kid-Vietorian

-

firepleces were erscited and the east iron grate,hesrlh

added to the origiral Belgisn marble mentel in the As
sembly Roors. In 1899 very extensive sdditions and sl
terations were made, minor partitionsg of main hall -
changed, 3 story porehl, east porch and porte-cochers
were added, minor partition chenges made in second
story, entire rear wing built on and gensral repairs
made, slete roofs added, front end rear center dormer
added. I. C. Colemen, Jeacksonville, bumilder. 1882.
Colemen and Pierson, Architects 18983,

18%3=54.= Architect unknown. Mr. Cessels was the-ﬁﬁi
er; James C. Finley was the manager of the work. |

-

S

8. Date of originel construction, with names. of bul;der and:; 
Architect:

1d-




;e Personasges end Events associated.witﬁgﬁomak
: © - g. during present occupency: S

. Williem Jennings Bryan; Anne Rogers Ninor,
President General-of the DiliR.  Dedicetion of .
. the D.A.R. Chapter House, being the first
“D.AR. Chapter House in Illinois; Bryen Lunch-
eony 1llinois State Bankers Lunchson.

" b. duripg previous occupancy:

Alexender Hamilton end wife visit in 1836.
Daniel Webster and wife visit in June 18E7;
Publie Speech in the grove by Daniel Webster:
Abrahem Lineoln; Stephen A. Douglas; Gensral
John Ai. McClernend.

8. Additional Comment:

if outmoded porehes, etc., were removed, house
could easily be restored to its oripginel dignity.
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